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Abstract 

This article examines the agricultural landscape of the Nimar region in Madhya Pradesh, focusing 

on its four major districts: Khargone, Khandwa, Barwani, and Dhar. Situated along the Narmada 

River basin, the region's diverse geography, changing climate, and varying soil types directly 

control its farming practices and overall contribution to state agriculture. Field observations show 

that Khargone and Khandwa act as the commercial backbone of the area, leading with heavily 

irrigated farming setups. In sharp contrast, Barwani operates under rainfed conditions, relying on 

smallholder farming communities to manage a diverse set of crops on hilly terrains. Meanwhile, 

Dhar functions as a transitional zone that balances both farming systems by utilizing mixed soil 

types for a variety of crop choices. By breaking down these local variations, this piece highlights 

how regional soil profiles and water availability dictate real-world cropping patterns across the 

Nimar plains, making it one of the most critical agricultural zones in Madhya Pradesh. 

Introduction  

Being agrarian students, we learn various aspects of crop production as well as soil profiles 

within our academic premises. The best part, however, comes when we go beyond classroom 

learning and enter the fields to study the geographical environment. To understand agriculture in 

Madhya Pradesh at its finest, one needs to delve deeply into the agriculture in Nimar. 
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The Nimar region is one of the most unique geographical areas located along the banks of the 

Narmada River basin. It includes four important agriculture zones—Khargone, Khandwa, 

Barwani, and Dhar. In almost all discussions on agricultural zones, this particular zone gets 

highlighted because of its perfect case of agrodiversity. 

 

Due to varying geographic features, climate variations, and soil conditions, this particular region 

contributes immensely to the agriculture of the state. From lucrative cash crops cultivated on 

black soil regions to efficient water-conserving farming practices in hilly areas, you would 

witness everything in Nimar. 

 

 1. Khargone: The "Cotton Belt" of Madhya Pradesh 

Whenever we study the Narmada Valley Agro-climatic Zone, Khargone stands out as a prime 

example of agricultural success on the south-western border of Madhya Pradesh. As 

students, we often hear it being called the "cotton belt" of the state. In fact, it ranks as one of 

the largest cotton-producing districts in India. 

The secret lies in the fertile Nimar Valley plains, which are beautifully covered by the Satpura 

ranges. Here, the subtropical climate offers hot summers, moderate monsoons, and mild 

winters, creating the perfect long growing window. If you walk through these fields, you will 

quickly notice the dominant deep black cotton soil, known locally as regur. Near the river 

channels, this soil shifts to highly fertile alluvial deposits, making it ideal for commercial and 

food crops. 

Because of this rich soil profile, the district's economy heavily relies on farming. During the 

Kharif season, farmers focus primarily on cotton as their main cash crop, along with soybean, 

maize, and pulses. When Rabi arrives, the fields turn green with wheat, gram, and mustard. 

Farmers with access to canal irrigation also successfully grow bananas and vegetables. And 

a quick field fact: the Bediya market here is the largest chilli market in Madhya Pradesh! 

2. Khandwa (East Nimar): The Agro-Industrial Hub 

Moving over to East Nimar, we find Khandwa located in the south-western part of the state. 

What makes this district fascinating is how it geographically connects two massive river 

systems: the Narmada and the Tapti. Any farmer will tell you that reliable water changes 
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everything, and Khandwa benefits hugely from the Indira Sagar Dam. This reservoir is one of 

India's largest, holding around 12.22 billion cubic meters of water. 

The landscape mostly consists of broad plains mixed with some upland areas. Similar to 

Khargone, the climate features hot summers and moderate monsoon rains. The soil is 

heavily dominated by black cotton soil, making the land highly favorable for large-scale 

commercial crops. In terms of cropping, large land areas are dedicated to cotton and 

soybean during the Kharif season. The Rabi season relies heavily on irrigation to cultivate 

wheat and maize. Because of this massive agricultural output, Khandwa naturally supports 

thriving agro-industries like cotton ginning and oil extraction units. Plus, being a major railway 

junction makes it a massive transport and trade hub for Central India. 

  

    3. Barwani: The Reality of Rainfed Farming 

Now, let's look at a completely different farming reality. Situated at the south-western edge of 

Madhya Pradesh, Barwani shares its boundaries with the Narmada river and the Satpura 

ranges. Farming here requires serious resilience. The geography is undulating and partially 

forested, making field preparation a real challenge for local farmers. 

Unlike the steady irrigation in Khandwa, Barwani receives moderate but highly unstable 

monsoon rainfall. When you examine the soil profile, it varies drastically from shallow black to 

red and laterite types. Because the district consists mainly of hilly areas, the soil struggles 

with limited moisture retention, directly impacting crop survival. 

Despite these hurdles, farmers widely grow maize, cotton, soybean, and pulses during the 

Kharif season. However, Rabi cultivation of wheat and gram entirely depends on whatever 

water resources are available at the time. Operating largely in a rainfed environment, 

Barwani contributes heavily to cereals and pulses. With limited irrigation, agriculture here 

remains the economic backbone for many tribal and smallholder farming communities. 

4. Dhar: The Bridge Between Malwa and Nimar 

Finally, we come to Dhar, located in the south-western part of the state within the Indore 

division. From a geographical standpoint, it forms an important connecting pathway between 

the Malwa and Nimar regions. Dhar is unique because it includes both plains and undulating 

areas, creating multiple agro-ecological zones within a single district. 

In the plains, you will find rich black soil that is highly favorable for commercial crops. But as 

you move to the upland areas, the soil shifts to red and lateritic types, bringing a higher risk 

of erosion and much lower fertility. This diversity forces farmers to be smart and adapt their 

strategies based on exact field locations. 

The Kharif season is heavily focused on cotton (which is especially prominent), maize, and 

soybean. With proper access to irrigation, farmers cover large areas with wheat and gram 

during the Rabi season. A huge advantage for Dhar is its proximity to markets, leading to the 

wide cultivation of high-demand vegetables like tomato, potato, onion, bottle gourd, and bitter 

gourd. Dhar perfectly balances commercial and food crops, while also playing a big role in 

pulse and oilseed production across the Malwa-Nimar border. 

Nimar Region: At a Glance 
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District Dominant Soil Type Key Kharif 
Crops 

Key Rabi 
Crops 

Standout Agricultural 
Feature 

Khargone Black cotton, Alluvial Cotton, 
Soybean 

Wheat, 
Gram 

MP's "Cotton Belt" & Bediya 
Chilli Market 

Khandwa Black cotton Cotton, 
Soybean 

Wheat, 
Maize 

Indira Sagar Dam & Strong 
Agro-industries 

Barwani Shallow black, Red, 
Laterite 

Maize, Cotton Wheat, 
Gram 

Rainfed, tribal smallholder 
farming 

Dhar Black, Red/Lateritic Cotton, Maize Wheat, 
Gram 

High vegetable output & 
mixed cropping 

 

Conclusion: Each district of Nimar region has different agriculture, identity and strength driven by 

its geography, climate and soil condition.  Khargone and Khandwa Leads with irrigated commercial 

farming. Barwani comes under rainfed condition with diverse small holder crops And Dhar balance 

both system with mixed soil and crop choices Together they make Nimar plains, one of the most 

important agriculture areas of Madhya Pradesh 
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